
The U.S. Enters World War 1: 
1917



At First, American Neutrality

The U.S. did not side with either European Alliance 
System.
Although most Americans favored the Allies, 
President Wilson called on the American people 
not to take sides.

When war broke out, America attempted to follow 
its traditional policy of neutrality.
Yet, despite its best efforts, the U.S. became 
involved in World War One. Following are some  of 
the reasons:



Reasons for U.S. Involvement in WW 1

Closer Ties with the Allies.

Many Americans traces their roots to Britain.  

A common language and traditions tied 
Americans to the British.

The U.S., Great Britain and France shared  the 
same democratic political system. 



Reasons for U.S. Involvement in WW1

German Actions.

Americans were shocked at Germany’s violations 
of international law –

• its invasion of neutral Belgium, 

• destruction of civilian buildings,

• The Zimmerman Note and the 

• sinking of the passenger ship Lusitania 

turning American public opinion against Germany.



Reasons for U.S. Involvement in WW1

Submarine Warfare.

To blockade Britain and counteract British superiority in 
surface vessels, Germany resorted to unrestricted 
submarine warfare.

Germany began to sink U.S. ships that were supplying 
materials to England.

This was a violation of the principle of freedom of the 
seas – that neutrals have a right to ship non-war goods to 
nations at war and the right of Americans to sail on the 
merchant ships of nations at war.

Over 200 Americans perished.



Submarine Warfare cont.

a. Sinking of the Lusitania - 1915

b. Sussex Pledge - 1916

c. Resumption of Unrestricted Submarine 
Warfare - 1917



When German leaders announced in 1917 that 
they would use submarines to sink all U.S. ships 
on the way to England, President Wilson finally 
had Congress declare war.



Zimmerman Note



Reasons For U.S. Involvement  in 
WW1

American Economic Interests:

Because Britain effectively blockaded the 
Central Powers, Americans sold foodstuffs and 
manufactured goods almost entirely to the 
Allies.

When Allies exhausted their funds, American 
investors extended them substantial loans.


